CRIMINOLOGY 480 SPRING SYLLABUS
ISSUES IN CRIME AND JUSTICE

INSTRUCTOR: 
Chris Eskridge 
913-636-3321 
ceskridge@unl.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This is a capstone course with writing assignments that focus on contemporary issues of crime and justice.  Students will be expected to integrate material in their written assignments that they have learned throughout their college experience. 

COURSE READING MATERIALS: 
Lecture powerpoints, readings and video links on the course webpage
     (https://eskridge.unl.edu/crim-480-issues-crime-and-justice/)
Articles as assigned in class
Bohm, DeathQuest; recommended resource (obtain from Amazon if interested)
Jones, Genocide: A Comprehensive Introduction; recommended resource (obtain from Amazon if interested)
COURSE STRUCTURE:
The course is structured along the lines of the European educational model.  While the class will meet only a few times during the semester (class dates and themes are noted below), students will be expected to use their out-of-class time to carefully read and digest course materials found on the web and assigned/discussed in class, search for and read additional relevant materials, and write thoughtful and insightful papers.  Students must receive a grade of Pass on all written assignments to pass the course, and are encouraged but not required to attend every class.  

EVALUATION: 
Students are to complete four major term papers that focus on the themes and material presented in class.  Students are also to view two lectures from the State of the Agency Lectures series video library (https://criminaljustice.unl.edu/careers-internships/state-agency-lecture-series/), and write a paper on each (400 word minimum for each paper).  These two essays are due May 9 and are to be submitted to the Instructor as an email attachment, preferably in Word format.

Each of the four major term papers are to be a minimum of 3,500 words in length not including references (roughly 12 double-spaced pages).  Note the word count on the last page of the paper narrative (ie., just before the reference page).  Due dates are noted below.  Papers are to be submitted to the Instructor as an email attachment, preferably in Word format.  

Note, if students wish to communicate with the Instructor per these assignments or any other class matter, they should contact the Instructor via email and/or phone. 

Students should incorporate material found on the class webpage in these research papers.  Watch and cite pertinent aspects of relevant movies linked to the class webpage, as well as other films that may be related to the paper topic.  Students are also expected to utilize materials in addition to those found on the class webpage.  Some combination of at least 4 to 6 outside journal/magazine articles, web-postings, books, and/or films should be used as sources in each paper in addition to 4 to 6 items from the class webpage.  In total, each of the major term papers should have a minimum of 8 to 10 references incorporated into the substantive body of the narrative.  

Papers should adhere to a professional format with a particular focus on utilizing proper citation methods. See the Term Paper Guidelines, linked on the course webpage).  It should be stressed that utilizing proper citation methods is an important aspect of the assignment.  Students might consider contacting the UNL Writing Center at 472-8803 for assistance with paper composition and formatting.  Papers that do not meet the course requirement will be returned, and students will have an opportunity to re-write and re-submit.
CLASS DATES, THEMES, AND PAPER DEADLINES:

Section 1 – Crime, Deviance and Justice; paper due 2/22

Section 2 – Genocide; paper due 3/22 

Section 3 – International Law; paper due 4/19

Section 4 – The 8th Amendment and Capital Punishment; paper due 5/9
This is a Pass/No Pass course, and students obviously need to pass the course to obtain ACE 10 credit.

ACE 10:
Criminology 480 satisfies ACE Student Learning Outcome 10: Generate a creative or scholarly product that requires broad knowledge, appropriate technical proficiency, information collection, synthesis, interpretation, presentation, and reflection.
Students have the opportunity to achieve ACE Student Learning Outcome 10 by completing four research papers on contemporary justice topics, synthesizing and integrating material they have learned throughout their academic career to date, analyzing and reflecting upon that material, and presenting it in a coherent and professional fashion.  

The graded assignments which will be used to assess student’s achievement of the outcome are the four research papers. Samples of student work will be collected to assess student learning in the course and program.  The purpose of this assessment is to help faculty improve student learning opportunities, not to evaluate individual student work.  Any student in this course who is not willing to participate in this process should notify the instructor.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln provides individualized accommodations to students with documented disabilities.  If you have a documented disability that is impacting your academic progress, please call the Services for Students with Disabilities office (SSD) at 472-3787 and schedule an appointment with a professional staff member.  If you do not have a documented disability but you are having difficulties with your coursework (such as receiving low grades even though you study more than your classmates or running out of time for test questions when the majority of your peers finish their exams in the allotted time), you may still contact the SSD office and schedule an appointment to discuss the challenges you are experiencing.
STUDENT COUNSELING AND SPECIAL CHALLENGE ASSISTANCE:
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln provides assistance to students with special challenges.  For the UNL Office of Student Support, call 472-7030, for Voice of Hope call 472-7273, for the Lincoln Police Department Victim Assistance call 441-7181, and for UNL Counseling and Psychological Services call 472-7450.
RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS SEEKING MENTAL HEALTH HELP
https://executivevc.unl.edu/faculty/leadership-development/tipsheets/student-mental-health-resources
SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES:
The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or experience barriers based on your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can discuss options privately. To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request that you register with Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD). If you are eligible for services and register with their office, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so they can be implemented in a timely manner. SSD contact information: 232 Canfield Admin. Bldg.; 402-472-3787.  This policy can be found at www.unl.edu/ssd/content/syllabus-statement-faculty

ACADEMIC HONESTY:
Academic honesty is essential to the existence and integrity of an academic institution. The responsibility for maintaining that integrity is shared by all members of the academic community. The University's Student Code of Conduct addresses academic dishonesty. Students who commit acts of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action and are granted due process and the right to appeal any decision.  The Student Code of Conduct can be found at:  https://stuafs.unl.edu/DeanofStudents/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20May%20Rev%202014%20a.pdf
 

PLAGIARISM: 
The UNL Code of Conduct defines plagiarism as “presenting the work of another as one’s own (i.e., without proper acknowledgement of the source) and submitting examination, theses, reports, speeches, drawings, laboratory notes or other academic work in whole or in part as one’s own when such work has been prepared by another person or copied from another person. Materials covered by this prohibition include, but are not limited to, text, video, audio, images, photographs, websites, electronic and online materials, and other intellectual property.”  Failure to cite sources appropriately is plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Plagiarized work will not be accepted. Consequences for plagiarism are up to the discretion of the instructor; they may range, for example, from rewriting all or part of a paper to a grade of F for the course. Students who plagiarize more than once are subject to disciplinary action, which may include expulsion from the university.  If you have a question about using or citing another writer’s work, DO NOT GUESS. Check with your instructor or a consultant at the UNL Writing Center (472-8803).  Bring a printout of the original source and your paper to the consultation.
SNOW DAYS
When the University declares a snow day and class is cancelled, the class will be re-scheduled at a later date.  Check your email for information regarding that re-scheduled date.
 

UNL ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: 
The UNL Academic Integrity Policy can be found at:  https://studentconduct.unl.edu/academic-integrity
